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FOREWORD BY HENRI LOYRETTE 


President-Director of the Musée du Louvre 


The Musée du Louvre is delighted and honoured to be hosting the first exhibition devoted 
to the ancient and prestigious history of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It reveals the rich 
cultures which succeeded one another over a vast territory with diverse landscapes and peo- 
ples but unified by its role as a crossroads at the heart of great civilizations past and present 
and as the cradle of Islam. 


The exhibition Roads of Arabia: Archaeology and History of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, presented at the Louvre under the patronage of the President of the French Republic, 
Monsieur Nicolas Sarkozy, and The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, His Majesty King 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, is the spectacular culmination of the cultural collaboration 
agreement signed in April 2004 by His Royal Highness Prince Sultan bin Salman bin Abdulaziz 
Al Saud, President of the Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities, and the Musée du 
Louvre. 


This event is a magnificent response to the exhibition Masterpieces from the Louvres 
Islamic Arts Collection at the National Museum in Riyadh. The first example of our coopera- 
tion, the exhibition was inaugurated by His Majesty King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 
and President Jacques Chirac in the spring of 2006. 


The Saudi royal family has shown a constant interest in the Musée du Louvre, and the 
generous donations made by His Royal Highness Prince Alwaleed bin Talal bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud for the construction of the new galleries of Islamic Arts are a dazzling example of this. 
The loan of more than three hundred works of immense historic, aesthetic and symbolic 
interest, most of them never before shown to the public, giving people an opportunity to see 
a world they never knew before, is another example. 


I would like to pay tribute to the exemplary institutional and scientific collaboration 
which has developed and intensified during the course of this project, creating lasting bonds 
between our two countries. Just one example is the joint research that led to the spectacu- 
lar restorations at the Louvre which enabled the colossal statues of the ancient kings of 
Lihyan, who reigned in the north of the country over two thousand years ago, to recover 
their former splendour. 


The realization of this ambitious exhibition could not have been successfully achieved 
without the strong friendships which developed during almost three years of cooperation, 
or without the generous Saudi and French donors to whom we are so grateful. 
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FOREWORD BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE 
SULTAN BIN SALMAN BIN ABDULAZIZ AL SAUD 


President of the Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities 


The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, cradle of Islam and land of the Arabian identity, has always 
acted as a bridge between the civilizations of several continents. Traversed by ancient trade 
roads, it has been successively peopled by diverse civilizations whose enduring remains bear 


testimony to a past stretching back several millennia. 


This exhibition, presenting the archaeological masterpieces of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and exploring its history down the ages, is being shown at the Musée du Louvre 
under the patronage of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques His Majesty King Abdul- 
lah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and His Excellency the President of the French Republic, Mon- 
sieur Nicolas Sarkozy. In fact, it is merely the concretization of the special relationships 
established between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the French Republic and the practical 
application of a cooperation agreement between the Musée du Louvre and the Saudi Com- 
mission for Tourism and Antiquities signed in April 2004. 


The exhibition provides the first opportunity outside Saudi Arabia to see more than 
four hundred of the kingdom’s most precious archaeological treasures. They are the fruit of 
archaeological explorations and excavations carried out in all regions over the last forty years 
and a sample of the kingdom's riches in this field. For the Saudi Commission for Tourism 
and Antiquities, the presentation of this exhibition at the Musée du Louvre, one of the 
world's most eminent museums, visited yearly by millions, is an opportunity to encourage 
cultural exchanges. Visitors to the Louvre will have the possibility of discovering the king- 
dom’s artistic achievements and the contribution of its ancient and more recent inhabitants 


to our world heritage. 


I would like to express my gratitude to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, His 
Majesty King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, and His Excellency the President of the 
French Republic, Monsieur Nicolas Sarkozy, for bestowing their patronage and supporting this 
exhibition. I would also like to thank the staff of the Musée du Louvre, especially its 
President-Director, Monsieur Henri Loyrette, who have actively worked to develop relations 
between our two countries in the museum field, one of the fruits of which is this exhibition. I 
would also like to thank all the institutions and companies who provided support for the 
realization of this exhibition, and the teams in Saudi Arabia and France who participated 


in its organization. 


May God favour its success. 
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